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A PROCLAMATION 
For a Nanonal-Faſt. 


EY ILLIAM and MARY by the Grace of GOD, King and Queen 


KG of Great- Britain, France, and Jreland, Defenders of the Faith, To Our 
14. Lyon Kiog at Arms, and his brethren Heraulds, Macers of Our Privy 
"— _*-- Council}, Purſevanty or Meſſengers at Arms, Our Sheriffs in thar part, 
conjunaly and ſeverally, ſpecially conſtitute, Greeting :  Foraſmuch as albeic 
there hath been for ſome Years paſt,many Solemn National Faſts, 'and at ſome 
of theſe a very particular Enumeration of the Nations Sins , yet few have been 
duly Humbled for:them, or joyned fuitable Reformation with their profeſſed 
Humiliation 5 and little of 'the Succeſs of the Preached Goſpel doth appear in 
this Landz But as there is a great decay of Piety, fo Impiety abounds, Wicked« 
neſs grows, Profaneſs and Debauchery overſpreadeth in City and. Countrey, 
and is too much increaſed in Our Armies, at home and abroad: : And albeit.mn 
the late Revolution, GOD did wonderfully appear for Us, and Our People, 
in Reſcuing thern, their Religion and Liberty, when in great danger to beloſtz 
yet that Goodneſsof G O D hathnot led to ſuitable Repentance : And though 
theſe Nations have been ingiged in a Dangerous and Bloody War for ſeveral 
years paſt, yet few have turned tothe Lord, NE ſought Him with all their Heart. 
All which, with the fad Diviſions of the Land, as they do Call for deep Hu- 
miliation before G O D; foWe, out ofa Pious and Religious Diſpofition, are 
Reſolved a Day for a General Faſt and Humiliation,ſhall be ſet a-pa Log keep= 
ed, through this whole Kingdom for the ſame: And for which als, the Com- 
miſſioners appointed to meet at Edinburgh, by the late General-Afſlembl]y ofthis 
National-Church, have lumbly Addrefted themſelves to the Lords of Oar Privy 
Council ; Therefore We, .with Advice of the faids Lords of Our Privy Council, 
Require and Command, a Solemn and Publick Faſt, and Day of Humiliation, 
to be Keligiouſly and Sincerely Obſerved throughout this Kingdom, both in 
Churches and Meeting-Houſes, for the Cauſes foreſaids, and for pouring out 
Fervent Prayers tOGOD, to give Repentance to all Ranks of Perſons, fo as 
they may obtain Remiſſion of Sin , and Reconciliation with .GOD , that He 
would keep off deſerved Wrath, and Bleſs Us, and Our People, with all Spiri- 
tual and Temporal Blefſings 5 and particularly, that GOD would Bleſs the 
Preaching of the Goſpel with Succeſs, advance the Life and Power of Godli- 
neſs, remove Impiety from among Our People, Heal their Breaches, and Unite 
them more to GOD, and to one another in Him; and that G OD would Bleſs. 
Qur Royal Perſons, and all in Authority under Us, and Bleſs the Means of Our 
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Peoples Defence, by Sea and Land, with Succeſs: And now when We' are to 
go to the Field in adangerous War, that the Lord of Hoſts wauld be pleaſed to 
go out with Us, and grant Succeſs to Our Forces, and theſe of Qur Allies a- 
gainft the Common Enemy, and that (3 O D would mercifully Preſerve Our 
Royal Perſon, while often expoſed to great Dangers, for the Defence of Our 
People, and the Proteſtant Religion; And that GOD would be Gracious to 
the Perſecuted and Scattered Proteſtant-Churches Abroad, chiefly by the French 
King, and that it may pleaſe GOD to Gather them from all places where they 
have been diſperſed, and Build them up again, and pive them Peace and Reſt 
in their own Land; and that GOD of His Goodneſs, would always Bleſs this 
Land with Seaſonable Weather, and in due time give this Our People the ap- 
pointed Weeks of the Harveſt, And We, with Advice forelaid, Require and 
Command the ſaid Solemn Faſt, and Day of Humiliation,to be Religiouſly Keep- 
ed and Obſerved by allRanks and Degrees of People within this Kingdom, both in 
Churches and Meeting-Houſes upon[hurſd4y,being the laſt Day of May currant; 
Certifying all eheſe who (hali Contemn or negleR ſuch a Religious and neceſſary 
Puty, they ſhall be proceeded againſt, and Puniſhed as Contemners of Our Aus 
thority, NegleQors of Religious Services, and a$ Perſons diſaffeRed tothe Pro 
teſtant Religion, and Our Royal Perſons and Government. OUR WILL 
1S HEREFORE, and We Charge you firitly and Command, that incon. 
tinent theſe Our Letters ſeen, ye paſs to the Mercat»Grofs of Edixburyh, and the 
remanent Mercat-Croſles of the Head-Burghs of the ſeveral Shires and Stewartries 
within this Kingdom, and in Our Name and Authority, make Publication of 
the Premiſſes, that none may pretend Ignorance. And We Ordain Oar Solicitor 
to diſpatch Copies hereof, to the Sheriffs of the ſeveral Shires, and Stewarts 
of the Stewartries; or their Deputs or Clerks, to be by them. Publiſhed at 
the Mercat -Crofſes of the Head-Burghs , upon receipt thereof, and im- 
mediatly ſent to the ſeveral Miniſters, both in Kirks and Meeting-Houſes, 
to the effet they may Read and Intimat the ſame from their Palpits, 
upon the Sundzy before the ſaid laſt of May ., and ſeriouſly Exhort all per. 
ſons to a ſincere and devote obſervance thereof, at they regard the Favour and 
Bleſſing of the Almighty G OD, the Safety and Preſervation of both Church 
and State, and would avoid the Wrath of GO D upon themſelves and their Po- 
Kerity, and as they will be anſwerable at their peril, And Ordains theſe Pre- 
ſents to be Printed, and Publiſhed in manner fareſaids 
Giezen under Our Signet at Edinburgh, the Secoxd Day of May. «And of Our 
Reign, the Sixth Tear, 1694. © 


Per aFum D oxvinerece Seereti Concilii, © 
| GILB. ELIOT, Cls.$ti.Concili,. 
GOD Save King William and Queen Mary. 
Rdinburgh; Printed by the Heirs and Succeſſors of Judrew- Anderſor , Printer 
iy to Their moſt Excellent Majefties, Arms DOM, 1694+ 


